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GREEN TEAM UPDATES:
DONM: Monday the 19th of April 5pm in the hall, everyone welcome. 

Finally after having to resend the contract to NESTA (as the first copies seemed to disappear into a black hole between Eigg and London) the money is getting processed as we speak and providing the money does not disappear down the same black hole as the mail, we will be £300,000 richer by next week!!  As previously discussed at Green Team meetings most of this money is ear marked for the Volunteer house, Community vehicle, PV panels and other smaller projects, still to be investigated further. A funding application is going into LEADER for 40 – 45% towards the extension to the Project Managers post for a further 2yr period. 
Comas an organisation Ian is involved in have applied for funding towards a community kitchen feasibility study on Eigg which he should hear back about any day now. A friend of Sue H’s Ian Boyd, herbalist and natural food expert is planned to come and visit in May to lead a guided walk for those interested, more info will be available closer to the time. Queries have been made about technical difficulties with OWL meters. We have found that the most common problem so far is the battery in the transmitter (attached to the main electricity cable) has run down and needed changing. There is a process to get the transmitter talking to the monitor again. If you have lost your instruction manual and would like another copy please let Tasha know. Thanks to all the volunteers that quickly cleared up the pier area. All were very appreciative of a fine bowl of soup to warm the cockles, made and served by Sheena.  
PARLIAMENTARY TALK
Scottish Parliament MSPs  Dave Stewart (Lab, Highlands & Islands) - Chief Whip, Patrick Harvie (Green, Glasgow) - Leader of Scottish Green Party, Peter Peacock (Lab, Highlands & Islands), Sarah Boyack (Lab, Edinburgh Central) - Shadow Cabinet Secretary for Environment and Rural Affairs, Lewis MacDonald (Lab, Aberdeen Central) - Shadow Minister for Enterprise, Energy and Tourism, Robin Harper (Green, Lothians), Mary Scanlon (Con, Highlands & Islands) - Shadow Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing, Dave Thomson (SNP, Highlands & Islands), Rhoda Grant (Lab, Highlands & Islands) - Whip, Jamie Stone (LD, Caithness, Sutherland & Easter Ross) - Shadow Deputy Minister for Health came to hear
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all about Eigg's Big Green Challenge year at the Scottish Parliament on 4th March 2010. There were also some researchers from other MSPs
(including Rob Gibson MSP and Fergus Ewing MSP) and some Scottish Government
officials, including Gavin Barrie from the 2020 Climate Change Delivery Group. John Hutchison and Lucy did a short talk about the Big Green Challenge, showing pictures and giving information on all the various projects we did over the 12 month period.  The MSPs were very impressed, particularly by the huge amount of work and commitment that everyone in the community had shown to the project and the large savings on CO2 we achieved.  They were also impressed with Eigg Electric and thought that how islanders live with a 5kW limit was very innovative and was something that might be looked at elsewhere in Scotland.                                                                                        
COMMUNITY ORCHARD
An enthusiastic start was made when an impressive turn out of 23 adults and 17 children turned up on the 7th of March to plant forty one fruit trees. A mixture of 21kinds of dessert and cooking apples, 3 different plum and pear and one kind of cherry tree’s are now planted and hopefully they will grow well and produce a good harvest of fruits in a few years time.  The weather was very kind and when the sun made an appearance it showed what a fantastically sheltered and choice spot it is above Clanranald. Sue Kirk brought along a lovely cake and Berni had the kettle boiling between the holes being dug and getting the tree’s planted! Thank you to everyone who devoted time on a Sunday but a special mention should be made to Eddie, Berni, Sue & Neil for overall preparation time.    
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WOOD FUEL FEASIBILITY STUDY
Well, the Woodfuel Feasibility Study is finally complete, and it looks like an enterprise of some sort may indeed be feasible! Discussions as to what the next step might be have yet to take place, but meanwhile the Forestry Team have been experimenting with a bit of winching and stacking, to try and establish what equipment might be best suited to the task and how to begin going about it all on a practical level.

Dean, Maisie and I also took a trip in January to visit David Blair and Michaela Hunter at the Dunbeag Project, an ecological restoration woodland. This inspiring project, situated in Tighnabruaich, on the Kyles of Bute, also uses much of the timber felled for (amongst other things) the construction of beautiful buildings, one of which is their home. 

We were well looked after, had a fantastic time and learnt lots. Dean even helped with some deer fencing, and we attended a volunteer day for the Kilfinan Community Forest, another project they are involved in with a number of others, which will be almost adjacent to Dunbeag. There are great websites for both projects, with lots of lovely pictures!! Have a look at www.dunbeag.org.uk and www.kilfinancommunityforest.com 

Berni McCoy
If anyone would like to see a copy of the Isle of Eigg final woodfuel study carried out by the Community Woodlands Association please ask Tasha.

ENERGY SAVING ASSISTANCE
For those of you who might be interested the Energy saving Trust offer grants to households towards home energy efficiency, home renewables and a home loan scheme. The government run scheme will support individuals depending on their criteria to homeowners and privately tenanted households. Have a look at www.energysavingtrust.org.uk or you can call the Energy Saving Trust advice line on 0800 512 012. 
If you would like assistance in finding a grant specific to your home for energy saving installations please contact Kathleen who will be happy to help.  

5KW CHALLENGE        
On the 25th of February, Lucy presented a short talk on Eigg Electric and the 5kw limit to the sustainable Development Commission, Association for the Conservation of Energy, Consumer Focus Scotland, Energy Saving Trust, Scottish Power, Port of Leith Housing Association, Scottish Government Climate Change and Greener Scotland Division, Royal Scottish Geographical Society, National Grid, Comrie Development Trust and British Gas / Scottish Gas Green Streets. These organisations were interested in finding out how we lived within a 5kW limit and how that concept might be replicated elsewhere in mainland Scotland. There was agreement that Eigg's approach had many lessons for elsewhere - while recognising its particular circumstances. Possible ideas and opportunities for building on this experience include: Some participants at the meeting want to explore projects with tenants in social housing to manage demand and reduce costs. Sharing Eigg's experience more widely with other community groups. A key element of Eigg's success was the community's decision making process - learning more about this would help inform developments elsewhere.
TRAFFIC LIGHT SYSTEM
The emailing round households and notices at the pier appear to be an effective system on informing everyone of the Eigg Electric system status. A recent request has been made to enlighten others on what households do when we are on a red period. Here are some examples of what households currently do: Some homes go to their own electricity supply. Not use washing machine or dish washer. If essential usage of washing machine etc some put them on late at night or first thing in the morning (outside the high demand times*). Do not use the immersion heater. Use the gas rather than the electric kettle or toaster. In the summer if it’s not sunny and the solar water panels aren’t producing much, the immersion heater is kept off. Use of a small electric heater for background heat upstairs gets switched off. Wait to use the washing machine. *The highest demand times on Eigg Electric are between 7 – 11am & 5 – 11pm.
PEAT FREE COMPOST CAMPAIGN
The 8th of March saw the re-launch of the peat-free compost campaign, encouraging gardeners to consider buying peat-free compost for their garden.

The campaign, delivered by Zero Waste Scotland, is growing fast and now has supporters all over Scotland from small community projects to national conservation charities, garden centres and allotment societies. Please remember when buying composts always read the label carefully. Some compost that is labelled ‘green’ or ‘organic’ may actually contain peat. The important phrase to look for is Peat-Free! 
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