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GREEN TEAM UPDATES
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At last, the final pilot solar water heating panel will be fully operational this Monday (providing there is a good rain and actual water in the tank to heat!!). Ian has been monitoring his wood usage over the last six months and will continue to do so for an adequate period of time to be able to compare data from pre and post panel. A huge thank you has to go Brian Gardner for his hard work and patience throughout the solar installations as each house had its very own trials and challenges! The decision has finally been made on how to spend the Big Green Challenge winnings. The first obvious choice is to get 20kw more PV panels for Eigg Electric. The prize money will also be used for match funding towards the volunteer house and the woodland management plan. Once these larger projects have been accurately priced, any surplus funds can then go towards smaller projects.   
COMMUNITY ORCHARD
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The orchard has been well worth a visit over the last few weeks between the blossoms on the fruit trees and then the blanket of bluebells just being spectacular. Unfortunately the bracken is now taking over so once the bluebells die away the bracken will be getting cut. As there is still funds to be spent on the orchard, Berni is in the process of ordering tools, and as we know all best ideas, preperation and planning comes from sitting in a shed, that is in the pipeline too. Finally as there is a 100% success rate with the existing trees more fruit trees will be bought with the remaining funds. 
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A WALK ON THE WILDSIDE 
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Ian Boyd, herbalist and countryside ranger from Glasgow led a walk on Sunday the 30th of May to share his knowledge on the many wild plants around us with what we can and cannot eat. 30 islanders, visitors and children met at the hall and walked through the lodge gardens along and through the manse woods ending at the beach. Through this short walk I was amazed at the massive amount of uses for the most common of plants, flowers and trees that can be used for such a wide range of things from eating it in a simple salad to others having many medicinal values. Some simple quick tips, lime tree leaves or dried heather heads can be used as a tea. Lime tree leaves (far more nutritious than lettuce), Lady Smock or otherwise known as the cuckoo flower leaves, wood sorrel can all be used in a salad. Meadowsweet can be used in many ways – a flavouring/sweetener to any drink (used to be used to sweeten Mead, this is where the name originated from), it can also be a gentle antiseptic wash for calming and clearing skin rashes, eczema and chickenpox. Meadowsweets therapeutic values are very much like aspirin although unlike aspirin the herb is not associated with any side effects (Chickweed can also be used for skin problems). Sage can be used as a mouthwash. Thyme if prepared as an essential oil can be a bactericidal in the kitchen as an alternative to chemicals. Thank you to Sue Hollands for organising Ian to come to Eigg and the logistics of the day out. 

WOOD FUEL FEASIBILITY STUDY
If anyone would like to see a copy of the Isle of Eigg woodfuel study carried out by the Community Woodlands Association, final bound copies are available from the office. The next phase with this project is to obtain an overall and ongoing woodland management plan. 

HERBAL CORNER
Jamie McDonald a Trust volunteer, student in herbal medicine is currently in the middle of creating a herbal medicinal garden situated in the lodge gardens beside the tennis court. Once complete it is available for anyone to use for their own medicinal or other purposes, as well as being particularly attractive to wildlife including bees, butterflies and other insects. This useful and attractive addition to the gardens will include, Lemon balms, Lavenders, Chamomiles and Rosemary’s. Financial assistance was awarded from Action Earth towards the purchase of the plants. If you are interested in volunteering alongside Jamie over the next week go up to the gardens where you will find Jamie working away! 

EIGG FITNESS AWARDS
These guys have to be mentioned for making the most effort in health and wellbeing this term. Between sports club, the amazing array of veg and plants growing at school and general gusto for life this, you would think is more than enough. Not this lot, the enthusiasm for cycling to school has become an everyday occasion not only keeping the kids fit but a few parents too! Drivers are reminded once again to be aware of these enthusiasts on the roads around 8.30am, 2.30pm & 3.30pm, thankyou!
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EARTH CONNECTIONS

Earth Connections holds its first course! We are very excited to have a group of participants coming to stay at the Centre with us on the 19th June for 10 days. They are part of the organisation, International Voluntary Service, and are coming from all over Europe. They will be helping us to trial our residential sustainability course and getting some practical first hand experience of trying to reduce their carbon footprint! Activities will include food growing, energy efficiency and eco-renovation work; nature walks and camping; alongside study/workshops on climate change and social/environmental justice. The Centre is not open to the public yet, but there are display boards in the porch and a solar water heater display round the back for visitors to look at. Over the next few months we plan to provide more info for visitors and practical demos for people to experience, as well as develop our course and workshop programme.

Norah Barnes
Good luck goes to Norah and Bob in running their first course and may each course continue to be successful into the future. 

OPEN UNIVERSITY FOR SCOTLAND
As you may have been aware one of the film crews visiting in May were from the Open University making a film on sustainability. Other places along with Eigg will feature in this film for students to use as a media resource. Thank you to everyone that gave up their time to be filmed or involved in any other way.
SWAP SHOP
Please ensure that any electrical items which are put into the swap shop are in full working order. Anything that doesn’t work can be put in the enclosure beside the green shed at the pier for collection by the council.
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*Happy 13th Birthday to Eigg*











