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Green Meal Update
The Green Meal held on Saturday 13th of December to celebrate our own launch of the Big Green Challenge was a great success with a turn out of 78 folk! We also had our very own awards ceremony with John Booth and Lucy being presented the ‘Green Eigg’ award for their endless voluntary hours on the renewable energy system and the green challenge a huge thanks goes to them. The evening carried on with a fabulous display of our islands culinary skills along with how impressive a menu can be gathered from Eigg alone. Gathering from quotes from folk I would say the evening was enjoyed by all. A special thank you goes to Sheena for coordinating the menu and ensuring all ingredients went to the correct households for cooking, a task in itself! A few comments:
“Fantastic community event, made you realise how much food can be produced locally.”

“It was a great night. I just wish that all that good food wasn’t on display for one night only as there was too much to choose from.”

“It was really really good, food was brilliant, craic was great and nice to see the whole island out for a meal together.”

“All good, great local produce and nice to see everyone there, a good night had by all”

“When we first started to organise the event we thought it would be difficult to source local foods only, but it was impressive to have at least 80% local produce and it was an absolute delicious feast!”   
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Green Team UPDATES:
The Green Team is open to ANYONE, and all are welcome. The next meeting will be the 3rd of March, 5pm in the hall.
GREEN FESTIVAL

‘Giants Footstep’ is being held on the 2nd and 3rd of May. A wee green village of yurts and gazebo’s arranged between the hall and lodge gardens which will hold stalls, selling, showing, promoting and teaching green issues including food produce plus insulation and heating options. Key note speeches and talks will be held in the hall covering the basics of what is CO2 to the great Bio diesel debate plus far too many 
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topics to list. There will also be an opportunity to ‘Meet the expert’ with talks on how to refine the bigger climate challenge issues to your own lifestyle. Not forgetting the children there will be a programme of events available including recycled art workshops and many more activities with green ethics. Musical entertainment throughout the weekend will be provided by Sharon King, the Bevvy Sisters and the Belle Star Ceilidh Band. If you would like to be involved or help out with any aspect of the festival speak to Ailidh Morrison.
INTERPRETATION 
Work is under way in gathering text and photos to produce a display of the Big Green Challenge project as a whole plus our renewable energy system. This will be placed on the external wall at An Laimhrig with more detail in the waiting room. Also basic display panels will be at the end of the 2 piers for visitors on arrival. A leaflet will also get produced which will cover all aspects mentioned above in addition, a fold out map of the original colour coded walking routes with the renewable sites included. Norah is working on information panels to be placed in the Earth Connections Centre porch about reducing fossil fuel use, solar water heating and energy efficiency in the home. DONM ~ To be confirmed. 

WOOD FUEL FEASIBILITY STUDY
The woodfuel questionnaire results (circulated before Christmas) will be emailed to everyone for your information. The outcome of the questionnaires highlighted that a first order can be placed for 40tonnes of wood from Knoydart. Currently this is under way along with working out the practical details. Also a feasibility study for a woodfuel business/supply on Eigg is starting to get looked into. 
As Dean and Berni will be pretty busy over the next few months it was felt that all aspects of the study so far should be taken over by others to continue ~ Sue.H agreed to meet with them initially although anyone interested in being involved please speak to Berni.
WEBSITE GROUP
Lucy has created a test Green Island social network site. A group met last week and went through the existing structure and have had a week to play and come up with ideas on the appearance and what video’s, photo’s and fact sheets should be placed on the final site. If anyone has any relevant photos to the Big Green Challenge please put them on a disc and pass them onto Tasha. The web group will meet at Bean & Sheena’s house, 4pm on Tuesday the 10th of February.     
Highland Rail cards
For those of you that didn’t receive your free highland railcard the first time round your cards should be with you by now. Please let Tasha or Kathleen know if you still haven’t received one.
PROJECT OFFICER UPDATE
Thank you to all of you which have been so patient and efficient at filling out all the forms, surveys and questionnaires that we have been circulating.
The completed Home Energy Check (blue) forms have now been sent to Changeworks and are being processed by the Energy Saving Trust. This firstly will produce a free Home Energy Report for each household with advice on improvements like low energy light bulbs, loft insulation and draught proofing measures based on the information you provided in the blue forms. The next step is to carry out these proposed measures and then, Changeworks surveyors will then come to Eigg later in the year to carry out a home energy check providing each household with an Energy Performance Certificates (EPC) valid for 10yrs. It would be most appropriate to do the EPC’s after the energy efficiency measures have been installed as an EPC is generated based on what is in the property at the time.  This means that the EPC is only done and lodged once and the result includes all these great new measures that you have installed. 

The Solar Panel Pilot is coming along with our three households being picked. Brian and Camille, Ailidh Morrison and Sue and Alistair are the lucky winners and will be monitored prior and post installation to compare the differences for each fuel.

A reminder to the 16 sample households recording their monthly fuel and mileage data that January has passed us ‘Hurray’ and we will be phoning around again to collect your figures any day now.

We are also working on getting the criteria set to enable the Small Green Grants Scheme to be up and running to be available soon.
Criteria is also being worked on for the Green Travel Vouchers aimed at visitors throughout the summer.

We are also devising a communication system between Eigg Electric and the community to state when renewable energy is running low and to conserve household energy use directly cutting CO2 by reducing usage of the back up generator.

If that’s not enough to be getting on with we have been keeping up with reports to Nesta, written articles for Highland Environmental Network newsletter and Westword, coordinating the next step for the solar panel and insulation process, working with Ben to create a logo with its first time printing on this newsletter! We are fully operational with computer, printer, camera and also a projector which will be getting its first outing for the February Film Nights, read on for more info on that. 

If anyone is doing any   green activities please borrow the camera or flip camera kept in the office as it is fundamental to the whole project to have a photographic record.     

 If you have any queries or would like to discuss anything regarding the Big Green Challenge we are happy to help, feel free to drop in, phone or now contactable by email!
Email: greenisland@isleofeigg.net  tasha@isleofeigg.net
kathleen@isleofeigg.net
Telephone: 01687482476
COMMONLY USED TERMS & NAMES:
Sample households ~ 16 households gathering monthly data of household fuels, mileage record and mainland travel diary.

Home Energy Check (HEC) Forms also known as Blue Forms ~ A one page form printed and processed by the Energy Saving Trust to produce a Home Energy Report and following this an Energy Performance Certificate (EPC)
Changeworks ~ Organisation based in Edinburgh now in the process of creating a highland branch in  Inverness, they exist to improve quality of life and to protect the environment. They have been helping coordinate the EPC’s and an extremely valuable organisation to have on board for their extensive resources.
FEBRUARY FILM NIGHTS
We are going to show 2 fantastic and inspiring films which will make you think differently about the world we live in! The first film is "An Inconvenient Truth", by Al Gore presenting an eye opening and compelling view of the future of our planet and our civilization. It cuts through myths and misconceptions along with Gores persuasive argument to act now and become part of the solution.
The second film is "The Power of Community-How Cuba survived peak oil" - it is the story of the Cuban people’s hardship after they lost access to Soviet oil and tells of their triumph through cooperation, conservation and community.
An Inconvenient Truth ~ Saturday the 7th of February, door open 7pm screening @ 7.30pm.

The Power of Community ~ Sunday, 15th of February, door open 3pm screening @ 3.30pm. 
Both films will be shown in the hall, the bar will be open on Saturday night only. Tea & coffee available for the Sunday viewing. If anyone can bake or bring something along, please tell Tasha. Alternative films for children are being arranged.
PLASTIC FREE SHOP
For a long time I’ve been talking about going plastic bag free in the shop.  A lot of other places have done this successfully and, as part of the Big Green challenge, I think we should give it a go.  I have new plastic bags on rolls for fruit and vegetables if you require them, but please only use them if necessary.  I also have a container for re-using these bags, so if they are clean and whole please bring them back for re-using along with any carrier bags you may have. I have a supply of re-usable hessian shopping bags, for which the normal charge is £1.50, however I have one for each household free of charge to get us started.  I also keep all the good boxes for use. This is not designed as a cost cutting measure, but as a small contribution to the great efforts everyone is making for the Big Green Challenge 

Sue Kirk
Recycle, be green, make and save some money!
Get paid to recycle your unwanted mobile phone at

https://www.envirofone.com
Sell or buy second hand books, at

http://www.greenmetropolis.com
Standby Energy Saving Plugs 
www.comet.co.uk or www.greenorb.co.uk 
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PEGGY is the WINNER for the using the MINI BUS most from the 20th Nov to the 20th Dec and from the 20th Dec to the 20th of Jan - your prize of an electricity card will be in your post!


*Keep supporting the bus and you could be the winner this month*











