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GREEN TEAM UPDATES:

DONM: 2nd of November 5pm in the hall, everyone welcome. The biggest thanks this month goes out to Lucy for putting everything else in her life on hold to complete the final report. The report was lodged with NESTA at 11.30pm on the 9th of October half an hour before the final deadline!! By the end of October we expect to hear from NESTA when they will inform us when the results of the competition will be announced.  Thank you goes to everyone that wrote their personal pieces towards the report, congratulations also goes out to all households that meticulously kept their fuel and travel records over the last two years and not forgetting a huge thank you to all involved throughout the Big Green Challenge. At the last Green Team meeting it was decided that the Green Team should continue. The next meeting is planned for the beginning of November, when we will be joined by Rachel Drayson from NESTA. Back at the beginning of the BGC year we had a similar visit and this final visit will be independent to any part of the judging process and is part of NESTA’s evaluation. I phoned around about 20 of you who agreed to do a phone interview with them but they have preferred to carry this out face to face which will happen at the next meeting. If you cannot make the meeting we can arrange a more convenient time to meet.
Some visitor feedback that was included in the final report that I felt should be shared………!
“Just wanted to drop in a wee note to say I continue to be so inspired by all you are doing - I spend lots of time thinking about how to make the model translate to the city - urban islands/communities - and there is just so much potential based on what you have done! Keep it up - there are more people than you know who are watching and supporting all your doing.”
Louise Macdonald
“Over the last two years, Indigenous People have brought two world music and dance groups to Eigg to perform – the !Gubi Family, a group of healing trance dancers from the Namibian Kalahari, and Kakatsitsi, a group of traditional drummers and dancers from Ghana. Even before coming to Eigg we were aware of the island’s history and the success the inhabitants have enjoyed in achieving a community buy-out of the land. On arrival, we were particularly impressed by the scale of the alternative energy generation on the island, something which we know to be of vital important 
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as western society struggles to reduce its emissions and avoid catastrophic climate change. 

 Indigenous People and another charity we also run, the Synergy Centre, are currently in the process of setting up a series of community land trusts in Ghana and Namibia with a view to building community facilities and local economic infrastructure to enable local people to engage in bottom-up, boot straps development. An integral part of this process will be to install alternative energy generation to reduce dependence on fossil fuels and keep emissions to a minimum. In doing so, we have been much inspired by the success of the people of Eigg and of Findhorn, another eco-village / community we have visited. Such flagship projects serve to enthuse and inspire others in the field and to pass on knowledge of best-practice to enable others to follow in their footsteps. Many indigenous communities live in a state of profound insecurity in terms of land-tenure as well as access to vital resources such as water and energy. Examples such as Eigg demonstrate viable and proven solutions to problems faced by communities across the globe and we take considerable heart from seeing and learning from them. 
In addition to thanking you for supporting our work and the musicians and dancers we represent, we would wish you every success in the future and will continue to publicise your success as we seek to emulate it. Best wishes,”

 Steven Peake, Director - Indigenous People
“Eigg's efforts to embed carbon emission awareness and positive reduction actions, throughout it's development, is an inspiration for all island communities. Three things particularly impress me; the community's ability to monitor and maintain its  modest consumption of electricity post electrification; the capacity demonstrated to envision, plan, resource and implement significant capital projects, such as the electrification; and the outward reaching and inspiring 'First of a thousand Green Islands' communication and sharing.”  

Neil Ross, Head of Community Growth Team, Highlands and Islands Enterprise.
CAR CLUB
Good news is that the car club is getting going again. The main contact at Common Wheels in Fort William has gladly recovered and will pick up from where he left off. The first stage will be conducting interviews to ascertain the right person for the job in carrying out the feasibility study.     
WOOD FUEL FEASIBILITY STUDY

A very well turned out meeting was held with Community Woodland Association and Community Enterprise to discuss household fuel options on the 5th of October. This was especially helpful to those working on the feasibility study to understand fully the different issues faced within Eigg. Along with this Diane Cameron who is carrying out the wood fuel survey is especially thankful to everyone she has contacted by telephone and if anyone has any paper copies to hand in please give them to Tasha a.s.a.p.  
                                                                                                                                                                SOLAR PANELS 

The solar panel pilot for a wood household is back on offer again!! We had set a deadline of the 30th of September for Lochaber Housing Association to get the relevant paper work/grants in place but unfortunately this has passed with no success on their part. Regrettably we are now going to have to pull Tigh Bhlar out of the pilot scheme with apologies to Ailidh for getting your hopes up. To be able to complete this pilot scheme we are now opening up the draw again for a wood (only) burning household. Application forms with more information on how to enter your property will be posted into everyone’s pigeon holes shortly, although tenants of Lochaber Housing Association cannot apply this time round.
ENERGY SAVING TRUST

Finlay Taylor is the new Outreach Officer for the
Energy Saving Scotland advice centre Highlands & Islands in Fort William has been in touch and asked if I could put the attached leaflet out to all households if you would like further information on any grants you can contact him direct by telephoning: 01397 705712 or email: finlay.taylor@hi.energysavingscotland.org.uk
INSULATION PROGRAMME 

Crows Nest is now near completion with new windows and doors throughout and an inner enveloping of insulation. CO2 savings have been calculated at 45% and £1500/yr!  
GREEN GRANTS 
Those of you that still have outstanding Green Grant claims please be reminded that you have 3months from the date of your approval letter to claim your grant in full. 

EVENTS
Here on Eigg we have a guest speaker booked to come and talk about Peak Oil. Mandy Meikle will hold a talk on Friday the 13th of November at 4.30pm in the hall open to everyone.

On the 23rd of November in Glasgow there is a conference, Human Rights and Climate Change. Lucy is doing a talk and Eigg has also been invited to have a stall to publicise ourselves. If anyone is interested in attending please let Lucy know. 

Tasha and Kathleen will be going to London for the 19th and 20th of November. NESTA has organised a reception for all the finalists at the House of Commons to celebrate the end of the Big Green Challenge year. Joan Ruddock MP, Minister in the Department of Energy and Climate Change, has been invited to give the keynote speech, and the reception will be attended by Members of Parliament and other environmental and climate change stakeholders. There will also be a finalist learning seminar the following day to discuss everyone’s projects in full.
FOOD WASTE
Waste Aware Scotland
Scottish householders throw out around a third of the food we buy and over half of this could have been eaten. Potatoes, apples and salads are dumped in vast numbers but also unopened pots and bottles. According to the Love Food Hate Waste campaign, this amounts to £410 worth of food per year for the average household.  If we stopped wasting all this food, we could prevent the equivalent of 1.6 million tonnes of carbon dioxide each year in Scotland. This is the same as taking 1 in 4 cars off the road. Go to: http://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com 
Scottish Government Campaign
Another similar campaign, Waste Aware Love Food, helps make some easy changes in your home, and view a range of tips on how to plan, shop, store and cook your food in order to minimise what you need to throw away. The website also includes seasonal hints, tips and recipe ideas.
Go to: http://www.wasteawarelovefood.org.uk
The Fife Diet (they were meant to come to our Giant Footstep festival!)
The Fife diet is a local food experiment. A number of people from Fife have pledged to eat only locally produced food for a whole year. You can find out how they are getting on at:
Go to: http://fifediet.wordpress.com 
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